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The dialect of the Patna District is practically the same as that of Gaya. It is not
however so pure, being influenced, on the one hand, by the Musalman element of the City
of Patna,, and, on the other hand, by the Maithill spoken north of the Gangea in the
Mozaffarpur District.
To the first may be attributed the use of the genitive postposition kerd9 with a
feminine kerb, instead of Jeer which is an obvious imitation of the Urdu kd, feminine kl.
We may also, in the same connexion note a common form of the third person singular
of the Past tense, ending in is; thus, dekhis9 which is used by Musalmans, as it is
across the Ganges, arid which is borrowed from the language current inOudh.
To the influence of Maithili may be attributed the use of the word gelain> lie went,
in the first of the two following specimens.
The first specimen from Patna is a little scene in a zamlndari cutchery. In which
a peon, named Guhan Singh, brings a complaint against a tenant named Jag Mohan Singh,
It is printed in facsimile, exactly as it was written, thus giving an example of Kaithi
hand-writing as current in Patna.